
Church Growth
! ! This Autumn, our church leadership 
announced their long-term vision for 
la Pompignane. They would like to 
see the congregation double, to 
grow to about 300 people, (the 
average church in France has about 
50), before sending out a group of 80 
to church plant. 
     
The vision only confirmed our 
sentiment that this is an exciting 
church to work with. In the last year 
and a half, the congregation has 
grown significantly. Of course, it is 
God who makes all things grow, but 
there are some basic things like a 
larger building, a new student 
ministry and higher quality music, 
that have helped to make the church 
more welcoming for visitors. 
     
All of this change has not been easy 
for everybody though, as some of 
the longer-standing members miss 
the days when the congregation was 
smaller and more intimate. 
     
Many of you have asked about the 
current situation regarding the 
church building. We were glad to sell 
our old building in the Spring, but 
are still looking for a plot of land, or 
a new building to purchase.  A 
French mayor has ultimate power in 
city planning, and if they don't want a 
church in a certain area, well, that's 
all there is to it. Such has been the 
case for us. Meanwhile, we are co-
existing with another church in their 
building. 

Please continue to pray that we can 
purchase new premises soon.

     When the schools break up in 
France at the end of June, life goes 
into slow motion for two months. 
That goes for church activities as 
well. Our summer highlights were a 
week’s holiday in the Dordogne with 
some English friends, a whistlestop 
stay in the Alps (see photo) with an 
old friend of Christina’s, and a week’s 
conference in Annecy. 
     The Dordogne, in the west of 
France has beautiful green 
countryside. We had lazy times by the 
pool, played games, chatted and ate a 
bunch of cheese. 
     The conference was for 
missionaries working in Europe.  We 
were glad to be able to go to this, as 
the main speaker was a Canadian, by 
the name of Rod Wilson! (The 
president of Regent College, where 

we studied in Vancouver). It was a 
good week to meet other 
missionaries, to hear some great 
teaching, and to spend time with Rod 
and Bev. 

!
Ministry-wise, we were actually glad 
for ‘la rentrée’ in September, when 
everything gets going again. 

Students and Young Adults

SUMMER

S E R V I N G   I N   F R A N C E   W I T H   I N T E R N A T I O N A L   T E A M S

Ted & Christina
BURROWS 

2 0 0 9  F A L L  E D I T I O N

     Ah, the students and young adults. We love them! They are fun, they are 
enthusiastic, they are motivated. We are happy to still have a good core group 
from last year, as well as a bunch of new people: French, English, Canadian and 
Irish. For our bi-weekly Bible Study we are now going through the book of 
John. We typically eat together first, then study and pray. This year, the 
students themselves will lead the studies, with our support in preparing 
them.
     What else is going on? Last year, we had a big Sunday lunch at our place, 
once a month. This year, we're alternating this with a fun event, like hiking 
or"bowling. Both the meal and the trips are good places for building 
relationships and inviting friends.
     Since the Spring, the leaders of several Christian student groups in the 
city have been meeting together, and this month, we had our first joint 
service. The highlight was a time when the students split into groups 
according to where they study, to meet each other, and to pray for their own 
school. In a city that has 70,000 students, this collaboration is a small but 
exciting beginning of what we pray will be a movement of God’s Spirit 
throughout the campuses of Montpellier.
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Ted
Since our last newsletter, I have had the 
chance to preach twice, both times in 
French. I still have work to do, to improve 
my sermon writing and delivery, but it is a 
task I am happy to tackle. Some of you 
have asked me what that process looks 
like: 1) Read and study; 2) Write the 
manuscript in English; 3) Translate to 
French, with help from French friends;     
4) Practice out loud; 5) Preach it! 
     In our last newsletter, we mentioned 
Quartier Libre, the monthly outdoor Sunday 
School for kids in a low-income North 
African neighbourhood. called Petit Bard. 
This Autumn, our inter-church team of six 
has been presenting the vision to local 
churches to recruit more volunteers. Our 
aim is to have our first event in May 2010.
     I am starting to get really excited to 
meet our baby girl! Some of you have told 
me that having a kid is a lot of work, but a 
lot of joy. I want to say thanks to all of our 
nephews and nieces for showing me that 
kids can be super cute, even when they 
are crying. Nevertheless, it is hard for both 
Christina and I to think that none of our 
family will be here when she arrives.
    In the meantime, I have really enjoyed 
following the (American) football season, 
namely, the San Francisco 49ers, and 
keeping in touch with friends and brothers 
in my fantasy league. I even got to go to an 
NFL game at Wembley Stadium in London 
about a month ago with one of my UK 
friends. !

Chr istina  

At 35 weeks pregnant, the imminent 
arrival of our baby girl is constantly on 
my mind. People here have been very 
generous in throwing me a baby 
shower and donating baby items.
     In preparation for her arrival, I 
have been finding replacements for my 
various projects. My role with the 
church newsletter is the first project 
that I will be handing over 
permanently, which is our aim for 
everything here - to develop things to 
run well, and then to hand them over.
     Another woman from church has 
been working alongside me in the 
literacy classes with North African 
women, and she will continue that 
without me. I’ll return to the classes 
sometime next Spring. 
     The kid’s ministry (4-11 yr. olds) 
that I took over with another leader 
has taken a hit, as the other woman 
and her family have recently decided 
to leave the church. We are currently 
looking for another leader to work 
with me in this ministry.
     It was great to see family and 
friends in the UK in October, and also 
to have a number of you visit us here 
in Montpellier over the past few 
months. With England being so close, 
and thanks to EasyJet and Ryanair, it’s 
much easier for me to keep in contact 
with people back home than it is for 
Ted. 

PRAISE
AND 

PRAYS
  

Thank God:
 

¥ For a good working relationship 
with our co-workers 

¥ For what he is doing among the 
students

¥ For growing relationships with 
Muslim women

¥ For a healthy pregnancy
¥ For church growth

Please pray:

¥ For the safe arrival of our baby
¥ For continued Þnancial 

provision, including enough to 
buy a car

¥ For the North Africans of 
Montpellier, and for our church 
to capture a vision to reach 
them

¥ For our churchÕs kidsÕ ministry
¥ For the development of the 

Quartier Libre project

     A big thank you, to all of our supporters. Our ministry simply could not happen without your prayers and your 

faithful financial support. Thinking of our work here as a team effort is a great encouragement to us.  

     We are currently looking for new monthly supporters, or special gifts. This is for three reasons: First, due to the fluctuating 

exchange rates, we have seen a decrease in Euros into our account each month. Second, our expenses will naturally increase 

with the arrival of our baby in December.  Third, we have not had enough extra funds to buy a car yet, something we would 

like to do as soon as possible. It would make getting around with a baby and all of her accoutrements manageable, and we are 

realizing that it would also be a huge benefit in our ministry with the students. 

     Please feel free to pass on our contact details to those who might be interested.
Happy 

Thanksgiving,

with love, 

Ted & 
Christina
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Left to right, top to bottom:      

des biscuits; Þrst young adultsÕ lunch of the year; Ted playing pŽtanque/
boules at the church weekend away; one of our visitors, Molly Carruthers; 
a doorway in Petit Bard, the immigrant area where we want to run Quartier 
Libre; NeridaÕs visit; church kids; 35 weeks pregnant; Rod & Bev Wilson, at 
the conference in Annecy this summer; poolside in the Dordogne.


